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Join us for our Annual General Meetings (AGMs) at the 
end of March, which will be hosted throughout our Service 
Area.  
 
Dates and locations of the AGMs are as follows:
• South Area -  Tuesday, March 29, 2016 

The Coast Lethbridge Hotel & Conference Centre 
526 Mayor Magrath Drive South, Lethbridge

• Central Area - Wednesday, March 30, 2016 
Sheraton Red Deer Hotel 
3310 50 Avenue, Red Deer

• North Area - Stony Plain - Thursday, March 31, 2016 
Best Western Sunrise Inn & Suites 
3101 43 Avenue, Stony Plain 

Annual General Meeting agenda: 
Meet and greet / registration -  
3 until 5 p.m. 
Annual General Meeting - 5 p.m.
Dinner - 6:30 p.m.
 
Please note that the AGMs are for EQUS 
members and Board of Director invited 
guests only. Additional agenda details 
and voting regulations will be shared in 
the March newsletter and www.equs.ca. 

In order to ensure adequate food and seating, please 
RSVP for your AGM on or before March 22 by calling 
1.888.211.4011. 

Congratulations to EQUS member and Director John Ross 
who will be awarded a Prairie Conservation Award for the 
province of Alberta at the 11th Prairie Conservation and 
Endangered Species Conference. The Prairie Conservation 
Award is granted to a deserving recipient from each of 
the three Prairie Provinces once every three years, in 
recognition of significant long-term contributions to native 
habitat or species at risk conservation.  

Ranching 62,000 acres east of Milk River, John is a fourth 
generation cattle rancher, working the same land his great 
grandfather settled in 1885. Using sustainable practices, 
such as travelling the land by horseback, adapting to 
weather patterns and not over grazing, mean that John 
is ranching in a similar way to his great grandfather. It is 
important for John to be a good steward of the land, as 
John hopes to pass the land on to his son in a similar, if not 
better, way then when it was passed on to him.

For the past decade, John has been working with 
MULTISAR, which is a program focused on multi-species 
conservation at the landscape level that promotes 
stewardship, to do range assessments. Through the 
ongoing range assessments, they monitor the state of the 
grass and how good the grass is. All of the grass on the 
Ross’ ranch is natural, it is the same prairie wool – natural 
native mixture of grasses – that was found on the land 
over 100 years ago.

John will be recognized for his demonstrated ongoing 
environmental stewardship of the grassland during 
the 11th Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species 
Conference from February 16 until 18, 2016, in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan. 

Photo: a small snapshot of the cattle on John’s 62,000 acre 
ranch in southern Alberta.
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2016 EQUS REA LTD. Rate Schedule 
Effective January 1, 2016 

Rate 370 – Rural / Business Service 
 

Rate 370  5 kVA  7.5 kVA  10 kVA  15 kVA  25 kVA  >25 kVA 
Monthly Operating $70.21  $82.60  $91.18  $112.05  $151.76             $4.34 
 

Minimum kVA billed on all services is 35 Amps or 5 kVA.  
Demand services are billed at a minimum of 65% of the transformer capacity or 25 kVA – whichever is greater.   
Demand services with a minimum demand of 650 kVA up to 1300 kVA will be billed $4.15 per kVA for all kVA in excess of 25 kVA. 
Demand services with a minimum demand of 1300 kVA or greater will be billed $4.12 per kVA for all kVA in excess of 25 kVA. 
 

Rate 372 – Idle Service 
 

Rate 372  5 kVA   7.5 kVA  10 kVA  15 kVA  25 kVA  >25 kVA 
Monthly Operating $52.65  $61.95  $68.39  $84.05  $113.82             $3.25 
 

Idle Service is available to members that select to cease energy consumption for a period of time and request that the electric supply 
facilities are left in place.  
Monthly service charges are based on the kVA of capacity. 
Demand services are billed at a minimum of 65% of the transformer capacity or 25 kVA – whichever is greater. 
 

Rate 470 – Grain Dryer Service 
 

Rate 470  5 kVA  7.5 kVA  10 kVA  15 kVA  25 kVA  >25 kVA 
Monthly Operating $46.25  $54.88  $61.12  $76.60  $101.00       $2.39 
 

Minimum kVA billed on all services is 35 Amps or 5 kVA. 
Demand services are billed at a minimum of 65% of the transformer capacity or 25 kVA – whichever is greater. 
Grain dryer rate is only available for use during August through January only. Grain dryer services placed on idle will be billed the 
applicable distribution tariff as defined in Rate 470. 
 

Rate 570 – Irrigation Service 
 

Rate 570  10 kVA  15 kVA  25 kVA  30 kVA  35 kVA 
Monthly Operating $34.35  $48.69  $66.61  $85.59  $97.53 
 

Irrigation services with a transformer capacity >than 35 kVA are billed at a minimum of 90% of the transformer capacity.   
Irrigation services > than 35 kVA, up to and including 75 kVA, will be billed at $97.53 plus $2.80 per kVA per month.  
Irrigation services > than 75 kVA will be billed at $97.53 plus $2.50 per kVA per month. 
Irrigation rate is only available for use during May through October only. Irrigation services placed on idle will be billed the 
applicable distribution tariff as defined in Rate 570. 
 

Transmission (SYSA) Rate 
 

Transmission (SYSA):   The current FortisAlberta AUC approved rate, including all rate riders, which is applicable for REAs. 
 

  Cooperative Energy Rate (Contract Specific)                                     Regulated Energy Rate 
 

Cooperative Energy Rate:  Refer to Energy Contract    Regulated Energy Rate:  Fluctuates Monthly 
Fixed Energy:  Refer to Energy Contract      Fixed Energy:  $8.00 Flat Fee per Month 
UFE & Line Loss:  6.77% on Energy Billed     UFE & Line Loss:  6.77% on Energy Billed   

 

Miscellaneous Charges 
 

Meter Reads (Per Read)   $44.00    Charge to Go On/Off Idle  $  95.00 
Disconnect Fee    $95.00    Reconnect Fee   $  95.00 
Doorknocker Fee    $95.00    Overtime Reconnect Fee  $190.00 

On-Site Collection Fee   $95.00    Late Payment Fee  2%  
Distribution charges may include a component for capital cost recovery. 



What is Operation Round Up?
In 1989, Palmetto Electric Cooperative 
in Hardeeville, S.C., created and 
registered the Operation Round Up® 
concept. Palmetto has distributed 
over $3.8 million in the last 19 years 
with a steady 82 percent participation 
rate. Since 1989, more than 225 U.S. 
electric cooperatives initiated similar 
programs. Recipients of funding are 
rural focused charities, organizations 
and projects that can clearly demonstrate the need for 
that rural support. EQUS is the first co-operative in Canada 
to obtain permission to use the trademarked name and 
implement an Operation Round Up program.

How do I participate?
If you are an EQUS member, no action is required on your part. 
Effective April 2016, EQUS members (current and new) are 
automatically enrolled in Operation Round Up. Operation 
Round Up contributions will be listed as a separate line item on 
your EQUS electric bills. For example, if your Distribution Tariff 
(your distribution rate plus your transmission rate) is $90.55, 
your bill will be rounded up to $91.00. The average monthly 
contribution averages around $6 per year.

Why did EQUS decide to do this?
Based on the numerous success stories in the U.S. and 
recognizing that rural Alberta residents and organizations have 
unique needs; EQUS determined Operation Round Up would 
be an efficient way to engage members and the organization 
to provide support for rural initiatives. If all EQUS members 
participate in Operation Round Up, we have the potential to 
contribute over $65,000 annually to rural initiatives that help 
seniors and youth.

What if I don’t want to participate?
If you decide that you wish to be excluded from participation 
in Operation Round Up, simply contact our Main Office (mail, 
email or toll-free 1.888.211.4011) and let us know. Within 
five days of receipt of your request to be excluded, your 

participation will be cancelled. However the Board of 
Directors encourages you to consider participating at 
least until some of the initial grants are dispersed so 
you can see first-hand the positive results Operation 
Round Up can, and will, generate.

What if I decide to re-join?
If you feel you opted out of Operation Round Up too 
soon, simply contact our Main Office (mail, email or 
toll-free 1.888.211.4011) and we will reconfirm you 
participation.

What happens to the money that is collected?
The collected funds are put into an independent account 
and disbursed through a grant process. A committee meets 
regularly to review and approve applications. All administration 
for Operation Round Up is performed by designated EQUS 
employees and only out-of-pocket expenses by committee 
members are covered by the fund (e.g., travel cost to a 
meeting or to review a project’s progress). All successful 
recipients will be required to complete a report at end of 
project to confirm objectives were achieved. Annually, a report 
on Operation Round Up will be provided to EQUS members.

Who is on the committee?
The committee is comprised of five individuals: the EQUS 
CEO, one Director and three EQUS members in good standing 
who have some demonstrated experience in working with 
charitable organizations. A call for members to sit on this 
committee will be sent out in the EQUS member newsletter in 
the near future.

Who is eligible for the money?
The priority areas for applications will be projects that 
positively impact seniors and youth, living in the rural areas 
that EQUS serves. Projects will be required to submit an 
application outlining the project and goals for approval and 
then complete a report on the project results to obtain the 
complete funding. 

Operation Round Up FAQs

2015 Member Referral Program Winner
Congratulations to the winners of the 
2015 Member Referral draw - Camille 
Dupperon and Lorraine Scott of Busby!

When asked why he referred his 
neighbours Victoria and Felicia Bostan 
to EQUS he replied, “They have always 
treated me right, providing good local 
service. I enjoy going into the local office 
and talking with the staff – they are 
friendly and helpful.”

Camille, an REA member since the 
1980s, was excited to learn of the $500 
power credit to his EQUS account and 
said that he would be referring more 
people to EQUS in the future. 

You too can enter to win a $500 power 
credit by referring a member! First, call, 
fax or email your Area Office with the 
prospective member’s name, contact 
information and any other details you 

may have. EQUS will connect with that 
individual to determine what their 
requirements are. Once that person 
becomes a member, your name is 
entered into our annual draw. For every 
referral you submit to EQUS where 
the prospect becomes a member, your 
name will be entered into a draw for 
$500; drawn annually at the end of the 
calendar year.



Mailing address: Box 6199, 5803 42 Street, Innisfail, AB  T4G 1S8

To report a power outage in your area, or for other services such as construction
 or vegetation management, please call your local Area Office. 

Main Office
Phone: 403.227.4011

Toll-free: 1.888.211.4011
Fax: 403.227.1007 

North Area Office
Phone: 780.967.3340

Toll-free: 1.888.627.4011
Fax: 780.967.3018

Central Area Office
Phone: 403.227.7535

Toll-free: 1.877.527.4011
Fax: 403.227.7540

South Area Office
Phone: 403.625.4154

Toll-free: 1.888.565.5445
Fax: 403.625.3569

It is very important to note that your electrical distribution system provider will always be EQUS, regardless of who supplies your 
energy. Members who choose to obtain electricity (retail electricity services) from a party other than EQUS will not be disadvantaged 

or in any way be treated differently by EQUS. For a list of energy retailers, visit www.ucahelps.alberta.ca.

Tweet us @EQUSREA Visit us www.equs.ca

First Quarter Transmission Rate
Effective on your service to January 15 billing, your transmission rate has increased. The FortisAlberta AUC approved rate, 
which is applicable for REAs, for Q1 of 2016 is 3.2861¢/kWh. Included in the calculation of this rate is a 2016 Balancing 
Pool Allocation Rider (BPAR), which is a credit, a Transmission Adjustment Rider (TAR), which is a credit and the Quarterly 
Transmission Adjustment Rider (QTAR), which is a charge. This increase reflects a 26.7% increase from Q4 of 2015.

Transmission in Alberta
In Alberta, transmission facilities 
are built, owned, operated and 
maintained by Transmission Facility 
Owners (TFOs). The need for any 
transmission project is identified by 
the Alberta Electric System Operator 
(AESO) and then approved by the 
Alberta Utilities Commission.

AESO reports that Alberta is “in a very 
active transmission infrastructure 
build cycle”, with 37 transmission 
projects included in the AESO 2013 
Long-term Transmission Plan. While 
certain financing costs are recovered 
during construction, the majority 
of the costs of these projects are 
recovered from consumers after 
construction is completed, when the 
system is in service. This means the 
cost of transmission facilities and 
their operation are recovered through 
transmission rates.  
 
All electricity consumers pay for 
transmission in proportion to their 
use of the transmission system, with 
the largest users paying the highest 
costs for building, operating and 
maintaining transmission facilities. 

Transmission costs in Alberta are paid 
by different consumer groups in the 
proportions shown below.

EQUS is required to bill members 
for transmission on behalf of the 
Transmission Facility Owners (TFOs). 
This is a flow-through charge, 
which is paid back to the TFOs. The 
transmission fee is found under 
‘Current Charges’ on your EQUS 
bill. It is calculated by your metered 
consumption (kWh) multiplied by the 
transmission rate. The transmission 
rate is set by the TFOs, approved by 
the Alberta Utilities Commission and 
updated quarterly. 

The AESO’s Long Term Transmission 
Impact Fact Sheet reports that 
transmission costs, currently and in 
the future, will make up about 20% of 
the total delivered cost of electricity 
for an average residential consumer 
and about 35% for large industrial 
consumers. 

To provide an idea of the implications 
of transmission cost increases, the 
AESO Fact Sheet uses the example 
of a typical Alberta home consuming 
an average of 600 kWh per month. 
In 2013, electric bills included about 
$19 per month for transmission. In 10 
years, factoring in the cost of current 
AESO projects, that will increase to 
about $33 per month, which is an 
approximate 74% increase from the 
current average bill. Large industrial 
consumers paid on average $22 
per MWh for transmission, which 
is projected to increase to $39 per 
MWh, a 77% increase in 10 years.  
 
Additional information regarding the 
impact of transmission projects in 
Alberta can be found on the AESO 
website: www.aeso.ca.


