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STAYING  c  nnected

Safety Stickers Enclosed

Stay safe around power lines
The Alberta Electric Utility Code requires persons 
responsible for moving equipment that is higher than 
4.15 metres to contact the operator of the overhead 
power lines for assistance. Inspect your farm equipment 
for regular and transport height; contact EQUS if your 
equipment is higher than 4.15 metres. 

What to do if you make contact with a power line?
If the machinery you are operating contacts an energized 
line:
• Move machinery at least 10 metres away from the line 

to break contact.
• Call 911.
• Warn others to stay at least 10 metres away while 

waiting for help to arrive. 

If the machinery you are operating 
contacts an energized line and 
cannot be moved:

• Stay in the machine and call 911. 
You cannot tell for sure if the line is 
live or not, so never attempt to leave 
the machine unless there is a life or 
death hazard, such as fire.

• If you must exit the machinery, jump clear of the 
machinery in a single motion, landing with your feet 
together and ensuring that you do not contact the 
ground and machine at the same time. 

• Move away slowly by shuffling, never allowing the heel 
of one foot to move beyond the toe of the other, or 
hopping, keeping both feet together, until you are at 
least 10 metres away from the machine.

Accidents are Preventable

It was brought to EQUS’ attention that EQUS members 
received stickers from FortisAlberta through a bulk
mail-out. For safety reasons, as EQUS is your electric 
distribution provider, if you have any questions about 
the power lines or require a high load move, please 
contact your EQUS Area Office.

Fill in the enclosed stickers with the height of your 
machinery and place in your machinery as a reminder 
to stay a safe distance from power lines.

If you have any questions, please contact your Area 
Office.

EQUS is pleased to announce that 
we are launching a Solar Preferred 
Supplier Program for members in July 
2016.  

EQUS looks forward to supporting 
members who want to become micro-
generators and we feel this program 
will help members to easily become 
micro-generators. 

The Solar Preferred Supplier Program is 
set up to provide EQUS members:
• a streamlined process from start to 

finish;
• a reputable contractor;
• timely, courteous and professional 

estimates and installations;

• coordinated incentives from the 
Government of Alberta and EQUS; 
and

• financing options through EQUS for 
solar installation costs ($1,500/kW 
up to $15,000). 

Through a Request for Proposals 
process, EQUS has selected SkyFire 
Energy as the preferred solar supplier. 
Learn more about SkyFire Energy on 
the next page.

Stay tuned for more details in 
next month’s newsletter, including 
information on upcoming solar 
information sessions.

Solar Preferred Supplier Program Launched

A SkyFire solar project in EQUS’ 
Service Area



Meet SkyFire Energy
Following a Request for Proposal process in spring 2016, 
SkyFire Energy was selected as EQUS’ preferred solar supplier. 
SkyFire Energy is Western Canada’s leading solar contractor. 
Since 2001, SkyFire Energy has designed and installed grid 
connected and off grid solar power systems throughout 
Alberta, British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, 
the Northwest Territories and the Yukon. Their experience 
includes the design and installation of hundreds of residential 
systems and many of the largest and most complex 
commercial photovoltaic systems in Western Canada.

SkyFire’s qualifications are numerous and include:
• A highly involved executive team that includes a board 

member of CanSIA (Canadian Solar Industries Association), 
as well as current board members of SPARK (Alberta Renewable Energy Co-operative), Light Up The World (a non-
profit implementing solar power systems around the world) and Solar Energy Society of Alberta.

• A staff that includes Professional Engineers, Certified Photovoltaic Technicians (CanSIA/Seneca College) and CSA 
Certified Construction Electricians (Solar PV Systems Certified).

• Experience installing hundreds of renewable energy systems across Canada.
• Solar PV systems in operation on more than 20 utilities in Canada.
• COR (Certificate of Recognition) for highest possible construction safety standard as certified in part by the 

Government of Alberta showing that the firm’s health and safety management system has been evaluated by a 
certified auditor and meets the standards established by Occupational Health and Safety (OHS).

To learn more about SkyFire Energy, visit www.skyfireenergy.com. 

Operation Round Up Committee 
Named

Ebilling - Sign up for a Chance to Win!
Sign up for ebilling for your chance at one of five $100 power bill credits!

Benefits of ebilling:

• 24/7 access to your power bill - you can access your bill online anytime, anywhere. 
• It’s environmentally-friendly - no more paper bills. 

To register for ebilling, please contact your Member Service Administrator toll-free at 1.888.211.4011 or email  
reads@equs.ca for an application form.

Already signed up for ebilling? If you are already signed up for ebilling, thanks for being an early adopter. You are 
automatically entered into the draw for one of five $100 credits! The winners of the five EQUS power bill credits will be 
drawn December 31, 2016.

Congratulations to the following members who were selected by the EQUS Board of Directors 
to sit on the EQUS Operation Round Up Committee: Sandra Thornton, Randy Ernst and Murray 
Stauffer. These members will be joined on the Committee by EQUS CEO Pat Bourne and Board 
member Wanda Okamura.

One of the hundreds of SkyFire renewable energy systems 
across Canada.



The deadline for the EQUS Scholarship Program is quickly 
approaching. EQUS offers two $1,000 scholarships to 
graduating high school students entering their first year of 
college or university. One scholarship is available to the top 
male applicant and one to the top female applicant. 

The EQUS Scholarship Program recognizes the academic 
accomplishments of the children of member-owners and 
assists the students with their post-secondary education 
pursuits. Scholarships are awarded based on a combination 
of an applicant’s accomplishments, including academic, 
non-academic, volunteerism and personal endeavours. 

A completed application form is required, along with: 
official transcripts, an essay that outlines the applicant’s 
study plan and career goals and two letters of reference. 
The application deadline is August 1, 2016. 

For more information and to download the application 
form, please visit www.equs.ca. If you have any 
questions, please call the EQUS Main Office toll-free at 
1.888.211.4011.

Reminder: EQUS Scholarship Program 
Deadline is August 1

ACCA Co-operative Youth Leadership 
Program Winners!
At EQUS we are committed to giving back to rural Alberta. 
As part of this commitment, EQUS proudly sponsors youth 
among our membership to attend the Alberta Community 
and Co-operative Association’s (ACCA) Co-operative Youth 
Leadership Program. This year, the children of three EQUS 
members will have the full cost of attending the ACCA  
Co-operative Youth Leadership Program covered! 
 

Congratulations to:
1.       Daniel Kwasnecha, Mossleigh
2.       Rheann Nagel, Lacombe
3.       Lucas LaGrange, Red Deer County 
 
The ACCA Co-operative Youth Leadership Program provides 
an opportunity for youth, ages 11 to 18, to develop their 
communication, leadership and teamwork skills. The week-
long programs are based on the age of the participants and 
take place at the Goldeye Centre, located near Nordegg, 
Alberta. This setting provides participants the perfect 
environment to build friendships, discover hidden talents, 
learn new skills and contribute to their own future.

EQUS is looking for two EQUS members to sit on the EQUS Scholarship Selection Committee. As a member of the 
Scholarship Selection Committee, you would contribute to the review, assessment and final selection of EQUS 
Scholarship Program recipients.  

Qualifications of Committee members: 
• EQUS members in good standing; 
• previous experience with reviewing applications is an asset; and 
• provide un-biased representation for the complete EQUS Service Area.  

Potential Committee members will be required to complete an application form and will serve as a Committee member 
for a two-year term. Applications for Committee membership will be reviewed and approved by the Office of the CEO. If 
you are interested in applying as a Scholarship Selection Committee member, please email communications@equs.ca for 
an application form or call 403.227.7541. The application deadline for this Committee is July 29, 2016.

Call for EQUS Scholarship Selection 
Committee Members



Mailing address: Box 6199, 5803 42 Street, Innisfail, AB  T4G 1S8

To report a power outage in your area, or for other services such as construction
 or vegetation management, please call your local Area Office. 

Main Office
Phone: 403.227.4011

Toll-free: 1.888.211.4011
Fax: 403.227.1007 

North Area Office
Phone: 780.967.3340

Toll-free: 1.888.627.4011
Fax: 780.967.3018

Central Area Office
Phone: 403.227.7535

Toll-free: 1.877.527.4011
Fax: 403.227.7540

South Area Office
Phone: 403.625.4154

Toll-free: 1.888.565.5445
Fax: 403.625.3569

It is very important to note that your electrical distribution system provider will always be EQUS, regardless of who supplies your 
energy. Members who choose to obtain electricity (retail electricity services) from a party other than EQUS will not be disadvantaged 

or in any way be treated differently by EQUS. For a list of energy retailers, visit www.ucahelps.alberta.ca.

Tweet us @EQUSREA Visit us www.equs.ca

Member Value Program

Are you interested in a cost effective way to reach over 30,000 potential 
customers? Become an EQUS MVP!

We are expanding the Member Value Program (MVP) and are looking for 
businesses who are interested in participating. The MVP is an opportunity 
for your business to connect with EQUS members and to provide exclusive or 
limited time offers to EQUS members. 

Become an EQUS MVP today
Get started:
1. Agree to offer a discount to EQUS members who present their MVP card at 

time of purchase.
2. Sign an agreement with EQUS confirming your commitment to honour that discount.
3. Provide EQUS with your business profile (contact info, website link, etc.).
4. Allow EQUS to use your logo to promote your offer and the MVP. 

To learn more about the EQUS MVP program, please call Valdene at 403.227.7541.

Company: Type of business: Contact information: Exclusive EQUS member offer:

Carbonbite Innovations 
(Red Deer)

Solar sales and installation in 
Central and Southern Alberta

www.cbisolar.com
403.358.7762 

EQUS members receive 5% off 
the total purchase price.

NEWCAN Construction
(Irricana)

Installation of all types of rural 
or commercial fence applications 
including barbed wire, steel chain 
link and corrals.

www.newcan.ca
403.461.4001

EQUS members receive a free 
written quote plus 10% off labour 
portion of project; materials 
billed at cost.

Davlyn’s Restaurant
(Onoway)

Restaurant 780.967.4981 EQUS members receive a 15% 
discount on their purchase only. 

Our MVP Program is Growing

Recently, we welcomed Carbonbite Innovations as the newest EQUS MVP! EQUS 
members receive 5% off the total purchase price through Carbonbite Innovations.

Below are some of the great discounts offered to EQUS members by EQUS MVPs. 
For a complete list, please visit www.equs.ca. 


