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Attention Required:

Linear Taxation
EQUS is working with Alberta Municipal
Affairs, Assessment Services Branch,
to report its inventory for property
assessment purposes.
Due to a government-driven change in linear taxation,
EQUS is required to provide a classification for each of its
services by March 31, 2018.
Linear taxation will be charged based on classification
which will help determine the category of the meter set at
your property. By submitting the completed form below,
you will help us in correctly identifying which category
your property falls under. If EQUS has not previously
classified your service, meaning we are unaware of your
status, and you do not submit your completed form by

March 31, 2018, you will be automatically defaulted to
a farm classification. Please note farms are exempt from
linear taxation.
Starting in 2019, you will see a line item on your bill
that reads "Linear Taxation". EQUS will update members
on the cost associated with linear taxation once more
information is available. For more information on linear
taxation, visit www.municipalaffairs.alberta.ca/mc_
property_assessment_and_taxation
Please submit your completed declaration form below to
the Finance Department via mail:
Box 6199, Innisfail, Alberta, T4G 1S8
Alternatively, completed forms can be attached to an
email and submitted to general@equs.ca.

LINEAR TAXATION DECLARATION FORM
Member(s) name:

Date:

Account number(s):

Land location:

The following two questions will assist in determining the
category of the meter set at your property.
1. Please circle the appropriate classification of your
property. If you have multiple accounts, please
circle all appropriate classifications and indicate
which account each classification corresponds to
beside your answer.
a) Residential Acct #: _____________
b) Commercial Acct #: _____________
c) Industrial (excludes oil and gas sites)
Acct #: _____________
d) Oil/Gas Site Acct #: _____________
2. Are you involved in a farming operations? (See
definition)
a) Yes
b) No

Farming operations means the raising, production and sale
of agricultural products and includes:
(i) horticulture, aviculture, apiculture and aquaculture;
(ii) the raising, production and sale of horses, cattle,
bison, sheep, swine, goats or other livestock,
fur-bearing animals raised in captivity, domestic cervids
or domestic camelids;
(iii) the planting, growing and sale of sod; and
(iv) an operation on a parcel of land for which a
woodland management plan has been approved by the
Woodlot Association of Alberta or a forester registered
under Regulated Forestry Profession Act for the
production of timber primarily marketed as whole logs,
seed cones or Christmas trees.
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It's Time to Settle Up...

Budget Billing

For those members who are on budget billing, please be advised all accounts have been settled
for 2017.
On your bill, you will see a YTD Budget Billing Settlement
line that indicates if there is an amount owing or a credit
due to you.
It is very important you continue to monitor the “YTD
Budget Amount” and “YTD Actual Amount” noted on
your utility bill throughout the year. This provides you
with the dollar variance between the actual and budget
values billed for your power usage. If there is any
significant difference in these two amounts, contact your
Member Service Administrator immediately to review the
discrepancy.
Please remember if your usage for 2018 increases or
decreases, this will affect your budget billing amount and
annual settlement.

On your
next
month’s
bill, the
new
budget
billing
amounts
will be
calculated
based on
last year’s
consumption
data at
current rates.

For Up-to-Date Outage Information,

Follow Us on Social Media
Find @EQUSREA on Facebook and Twitter for the most up-to-date information on outages in your
area.
Stay in-the-know by following
us on social media during
an outage. We also provide
information on different
programs, events and member
news through Facebook and
Twitter.
Go to Facebook.com/EQUSREA
or follow us on Twitter at
@EQUSREA.
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The Results Are in...

EQUS Community
Connection!
At EQUS, we are committed to neighbours helping
neighbours and giving back to the communities we
serve through organizational and staff initiatives.
Our staff charity committee, EQUS Community Connection
(ECC), is proud to announce that we have raised over $27,000
over the last year. The ECC organizes numerous fundraising
events to support our charity of choice. For 2017 the charity of
choice in our Service Area was our local food banks.
Some highlights of this year’s fundraising include:
•

raising over $17,500 through our annual golf tournament;

•

a silent auction at our Christmas party that raised over
$3,000;

•

raising money to adopt 14 families at Christmas time;

•

a staff garage sale that raised over $500; and

•

staff lunches, with food offerings prepared and donated by
employees, that raised over $1,300.

EQUS would like to thank the Board of Directors for their
generosity in raising $3,300 for the ECC. Additionally, EQUS
would like to thank all members for their generous contributions
to the Annual Food Drive. Together we were able to help our
neighbours during the season of giving.

Operation

Photos (top to bottom): The EQUS Central Area Team, the winners
of our 11th Annual Charity Golf Tournament; a soup potluck lunch
put on by EQUS Main Office and Central Area staff.

Round Up(dates)

The Operation Round Up Committee recently awarded
two organizations with funding for projects that support
children, youth and seniors in our Service Area.
EQUS is pleased to announce the two
successful recipients of the third quarter
of funding for Operation Round Up. The
funded projects include an after-school
fitness program for youth and a spring
break after-work youth care program.
These projects support the program's
mission, which is to support children,
youth and seniors in our Service Area.

Congratulations to the following
recipients:
•

Ponoka Youth Centre Association

•

W.A. Day School

The next deadline for funding is March
31, 2018. For more information on
Operation Program and for a funding
application, visit www.equs.ca/
community/operation-round-up.
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Share Your

Member Events
We want to know if there's an event in our Service
Area our membership is involved in!

If you are involved in an event that supports your
community? Contact EQUS and the event could be
featured on our social media accounts, or in a future
newsletter.

the communities we serve. If you are raising funds for
your organization's event or activity within the EQUS
Service Area, review our guidelines for sponsorship and
donations. If your request aligns with our guidelines, we
encourage you to submit a sponsorship and donation
request form.

Send an email to communications@equs.ca with the
event type, name, start and end time, location and
contact information if we need to follow up.

For more information and to view sponsorship and
donation guidelines, visit https://www.equs.ca/
community/sponsorships-and-donations/.

EQUS takes great pride in supporting activities within

Introducing the New and Improved

Member Referral Program!
Refer a member, get a gift card! It's as simple as
that.

Receive a $250 Co-op gift card by referring a member! First, call,
fax or email your Area Office with the prospective member's
name, contact information and any other details you may have.

$250

EQUS will take it from here, and your $250 Co-op gift card will be
awarded upon construction completion.

You can choose your energy supplier

Choose EQUS or any other
energy supplier.

Supply

EQUS will always be your distribution
link to your energy supplier.

Distribution

EQUS will always serve you.

You

All members are free to purchase electricity services through EQUS’ regulated rate tariff or from a retailer of
their choice. The delivery of electricity to you is not affected by your choice. If you change who you purchase
electricity services from, you will continue receiving electricity from EQUS. For a current list of retailers you
may choose from, visit www.ucahelps.alberta.ca or call 310.4822 (toll free in Alberta).
To report a power outage in your area, or for other services such as construction or
vegetation management, please call your local Area Office.
North Area Office

Central Area Office

South Area Office

Main Office

1.888.627.4011

1.877.527.4011

1.888.565.5445

1.888.211.4011

Mailing Address: Box 6199, 5803 42 Street, Innisfail, AB T4G 1S8

communications@equs.ca
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